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Film on Prabhat
Film Company
founder V G Damle

La mi Birajdar | s

Pune: The cinemnatic contri-
buhions of Vishnupant Govind
Darnle, cofoumder of the icon-
ic Prabhat Film Company m
Pune, will now be offered as a
doou-drama at major film fes-
tivals.

Titled “Vishrapant Damle:
The Unsung Hero of Talkies,
the howr-long docudrama in
Marathi has been directed by
Virendra Valsanglkar, It was
screensed at the Film and Tele-
vigion Institute of ndia (FT
an Tuesday

“The ohjective of the pro-
ject, being workied upon for the
last three yvears, isto highlight
WV G Damle’s coniribution to
filmes ancl to also have an award
instituted inhis name Wewill
send aproposal to this effect to
the &R Ministry™ said Dam-
les grandson Anil.

The docudrama traces
Damle's journey starting as a
voung artiste who steadily
went on to learn and master
art direction, sound recording
and film direction under able
hans, and the film projectshe
handled with other company
cofoumders like S Faiehlal. Ti
also throws hight on some of
the most important films he
did that leveraged Indiancine-
ma, for instance, ‘Sant Tula-
rarm’ and *Sant Dnyaneshwar”
among others. The Prabhat
Film Company itself stood on
the presentday premises of
the FTIL

“Research on this project
was on for the last three vears,
We've used piciures, informa-
tion and otherdata fivam vari-
oz sourees, It took us this en-
fireveartoshoot and complete
the filmThis proect con-
arionzly foruses on his careen
his creative contributions ancd

The docu-drama
traces Damle's
journey, starting as
a young artiste who
steadily wenton to
learn and master art
direction, sound
recording and film
direction under able
hands, and the film
projects he handled
with other company
co-founders like S
Fatehlal

hiz life. The story of Prabhat i
tolid sinltaneously ™ said Val-
sanglkar, who has edited Ma-
rathi films like Devrai’ and
‘Ha Bharat Majha. “We also
aotght suidance from film-
malers Sumitra Bhave and

Sunil Sulkhtankan ™ he added.

Thefilm, shotona high def:
mition camera for a udget of
aroumnd Rs 10 lakh. is a Damle
farmily initative. “We have fi-
nanced the film. The FT1 pro-
vided us infrastructure,” said
AnilDamle

The film will be screened
on Decernber 23 at the Asian
Film Festival in Kolhapur and
atthe Pune Infer national Film
Festival (PIFFY  scheduled
early next vean

“The film's censor certifi-
cate will arrive within a weels.
Wewillstartsendingit toother
film festivals aswell. Next vear
wie are plamming to bring ouf
the film's CD=sand TVDs in the
market,” Dam le sad.

Abookon VG Damle is al-
snon cards, “The boolwillbe a
serni-biographical. tracing his
lifie jour ney and careen Tt will
b ready next vear,” said Anil
Damle






